
NovaVive celebrated its 4th anniver-
sary in July, 2018. It’s quite remark-
able how quickly these four years 
have passed.  

We began our 5th year of operations 
with a new partner in the U.S.—
AABEX Animal Health. AABEX 
will act as our U.S. sales and mar-
keting partner, working with us to 
identify, assess and execute market 
opportunities to actively grow our 
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U.S. business. This will include promot-
ing our five USDA-approved immuno-
therapeutics in the U.S. veterinary mar-
ket.  

AABEX is a new animal health sales and 

marketing company founded by Mark 

Hill, a seasoned professional who was 

most recently employed as Senior Sales 

Director for the U.S. Large Animal Divi-

sion of Merial Ltd. At Merial, Mark  

established an outstanding track record 

of hiring and developing high perform-

ing teams which consistently exceeded 

goals. Under Mark’s leadership, Merial’s 

U.S. business achieved industry leading 

growth in the cattle and equine seg-

ments. In addition to his sales experi-

ence, Mark also held several marketing 

management roles during his career 

In a pilot clinical study involving 44 
cancer patients (40 dogs and 4 cats), 
U.S. oncologist Dr. Jeanette Kelly    
tested Immunocidin® as an intravenous 
(IV) therapy. The product is approved 
in the U.S.A. and Canada as an intra-
tumoral (IT) therapy.  
 

The animals in Dr. Kelly’s study were 
confirmed to have cancer through     
histology or cytology examination.   
Ten of the dogs were diagnosed with 
lymphoma. Eleven of the animals had 
measurable pulmonary metastasis 
(cancer started in another part of the 
body and spread to the lungs). They 
were treated with diluted Immunocidin 
either as a stand alone agent or along-
side chemotherapy according to the 
standard chemotherapy protocols. 

A total of 157 Immunocidin treatments 
were administered, with minimal     
adverse events observed (5 animals       

displayed mild lethargy or fever). Those  
animals with pulmonary metastasis         
remained stable or showed regression.           
The average survival time (from diagnosis) 
of the 23 study animals who are still alive 
ranges from 1.1 to 39.8 months. 

Dr. Kelly concluded that the safety of IV 
administration of Immunocidin to dogs and 
cats with cancer is sufficient to warrant 
further research. She believes that the   
product may help treat additional cancer 
types beyond mammary tumors as an    
adjunct treatment in combination with 
standard protocols. She plans to conduct 
additional, controlled clinical studies to 
demonstrate the efficacy of Immunocidin 
as conjunctive therapy to standard treat-
ments for hemangiosarcoma, lymphoma, 
osteosarcoma and soft tissue sarcoma. 

NovaVive is very pleased with the out-
come of this pilot clinical trial and the  

where he worked 

with some of the    

leading brands in 

the industry. Mark 

graduated from the 

University of    

Maryland with a 

B.S. in Agricultural 

Economics and a MBA with a focus on    

Entrepreneurship.  

“The science of the immunotherapeutic tech-

nology is a great solution for today’s live-

stock producer and horse owner seeking a 

more judicious approach to antibiotic use,” 

says Mark. “Meanwhile, the anti-cancer 

products can truly be life changing for equine 

and canine patients and their owners.” 

positive feedback from 
Dr. Kelly. The results 
demonstrated an       
excellent safety profile 
in dogs and cats with 
various malignancies 
including terminal     
cases, suggesting that 
the IV route of          
administration for     
Immunocidin is appropriate for use in    
general and specialty veterinary clinics. 
Furthermore, there was no negative inter-  
action observed when Immunocidin was 
given at the same time as chemotherapy, 
suggesting this is a safe concurrent treat-
ment which could be beneficial in extend-
ing survival time and improving the quality 
of life of animals with cancer. 

Dr. Kelly presented these study results at    
the 2018 American College of Veterinary 
Internal Medicine (ACVIM) Forum in     
Seattle, Washington in mid-June. 
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be classified as resistant or susceptible 
according to their ability to clear uter-
ine fluid within 48 hours of breeding or 
bacterial inoculation. These mares are 
usually older or barren with a history of 
endometritis. The most commonly used 
treatment is antibiotics, but the use of 
medically important human antibiotics 
is of concern in the treatment of some 
of these mares. 
 
The underlying bacterial infection is 
often the reason why a mare is not    
getting in foal. Rather than turn to an 

Settle Now Available in New Zealand 
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antibiotic, a single 
dose of Settle has 
been shown to help 
resolve a brood-
mare’s uterine    
infection and the 
damaging inflam-
mation it causes, 
usually resulting in a successful pregnan-
cy.  
 
“Bacterial resistance to antibiotics is    
certainly a real challenge when treating 
endometritis in mares,” says Dr. Edward 
Squires, MS, PhD, ACT (Hons), a U.S.A.-
based Reproductive Consultant. “Having a 
safe and effective alternative treatment to 
antibiotics for the mare’s uterus – like    
Settle – is very advantageous.”  
 
In a foal heat study conducted with Settle 
in Argentina, 43 mares treated with the 
product were bred at the foal heat, with 
67% becoming pregnant and 97% of those 
pregnancies resulting in a healthy foal. In 
the control (placebo) group, 38 mares were 
bred at the foal heat with only 24% be-
coming pregnant and foaling. 

NovaVive made two presentations at    
the 30th World Buiatrics Congress in   
Sapporo, Japan in August. Both presenta-
tions were related to the efficacy of    
NovaVive’s proprietary Mycobacterium 
Cell Wall Fraction (MCWF) technology 
in dairy cattle. 

One presentation summarized data from   

a study involving 500 lactating Holstein 
cows between 21 and 35 days post-

partum. Following vaginal examination 
and lab analysis, the cows were allocated 

into four disease groups (those with   
evidence of clinical endometritis (normal 

or subclinical); those with no purulent 
discharge; and cows with clinical endo-
metritis (sub-grouped according to dis-

charge scoring)). Cows received either no 
treatment (control), MCWF by intrauter-

ine (IU) infusion or a ceftiofur crystalline-

free acid therapy (Excede®) sub-

cutaneously. 

 
Cows were then artificially inseminated 
after 45 days’ post-partum and various 
reproductive parameters were measured 
(e.g., days to first service, conception rate 
at first service). MCWF demonstrated 
efficacy in the treatment of sub-clinical 
and clinical endometritis and reproductive 
performance in the dairy cows involved in 
this study. In cows with clinical endo-
metritis, MCWF significantly improved 
the time to first service (see graph). 

MCWF Shows Efficacy in Dairy Cattle for Endometritis 

Our immunotherapy for the treatment of 
equine endometritis – Settle – is now 
available to New Zealand veterinarians 
and horse owners/breeders. The product 
is approved for sale in New Zealand by 
the Agricultural Compounds and Veteri-
nary Medicines agency (ACVM). The 
product is also approved and available in 
Australia and the U.S.A. 

Settle is a potent immunomodulator that 
is manufactured using our Mycobacte-
rium Cell Wall Fraction (MCWF)     
technology. It is approved as an aid in 
the treatment of equine endometritis 
caused by Streptococcus zooepidemicus, 
the hardest to treat cause of the disease. 
When administered by IV injection or 
intrauterine (IU) infusion, Settle stimu-
lates the mare’s immune system to fight 
the infection. 

Endometritis is an important disease with 
significant economic impact to the horse 
industry, and this condition is a contrib-
uting factor in preventing a broodmare 
from becoming pregnant. It is estimated 
that up to 43% of broodmares worldwide 
are affected by endometritis. Mares can  
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Sub-clinical and clinical endometri-
tis are among the major reasons for    
reduced reproductive performance in 
dairy cattle, affecting up to 30% of 
cows in a herd. These conditions can 
have a significant negative effect   
on fertility with longer intervals 
between calving and first service,   
lower conception rates and increased      
culling (removal from the herd). The 
cost of these conditions in a 250-
head herd can reach $10,000 per 
year and, since antibiotics are a  

  commonly used treatment, there is  
  always a concern about microbial  
  resistance. 

https://www.facebook.com/NovaViveEquine/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/NovaViveCanine/
https://www.facebook.com/NovaViveBovine/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel

